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pronounce upon the omens and give advice as to
whether the matter should go any further. And
if he says that all is well, preparations are made
for a formal betrothal.
Meanwhile the little bride takes no part in
these preliminaries. Probably she knows nothing
about them. Certainly she is not asked if she
approves or is pleased with her parents' designs.
She runs free within her father's harem, dressed in
brilliant satins and white embroidered muslin, more
interested in the games of childhood than in the
duties of womanhood. She finds a vague excite-
ment in the glances of her elders, which are more
often directed towards her than hitherto; but if
she seriously considers the future it is with fear
rather than with pleasure. Yet there is never a
thought of rebellion against her fate. What is
written on her forehead will come to pass whether
it brings pain and suffering or joy and pleasure.